STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OFESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION
09 CVS 1234

SYMON COWHER,

Plaintiff

V. VERIFIED COMPLAINT
COUNTY OFESSEX

ESSEXCOUNTY PARKS AND

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Defendan.

N N N N N N N N N

The Plaintiff, as and for his Verified Complairtty hisattorney JUSTIN
GARMEANY, respectfullyallegesas follows

PARTIESAND VENUE

1. Plaintiff, SymonCowher is a resiént of Brooklyn County, New
York.

2. Defendant, County dEssexis a municipality organized and existing
by virtue of the laws of the State of New York with its principle place of business
located in the City oEssexille, County ofEssexand State of New dtk.

3. DefendantEssexCounty Parks and Recreation Departmersnd
has been at all relevant times the agency charged with administering, maintaining,
and supervising the parks and recreational facilities owned by the government of
the County oEssex New York.

4. Venue isappropriate in this court in accordance with Rule 503(a) of
the New York Civil Practice Law and Rules.

STATEMENT OF THE FACTS

5. At all times relevant to thislaimand upon information and belief,
EssexCounty Parks and Recreation Depanirte  (Départmert ) eharged



by the County oEssex it h e Co u n regponsibity fortthe operatibns
and maintenance @fssexCounty Par k (fAthe Par ko).

6. Among the recreational facils at the Park and maintainiey the
Department are a ses of trails provided for the purpose of bicycling, including
offr oad fAmountain biking. o

7. The Parkdés biking trails vary by r
advertised as easy, moderate, and difficult.

8. Maintenance workers from the County perform regwuladheduled
inspections and maintenance at the parSondaysandWednesdays

9. Mai ntenance workers for the Depart
mountain biking trails on Friday, April 12009 and found no significant hazards.

10. Between the evening of Satugdapril 18,2009 and early rarning
of Sunday, April 192009 aheavy thunderstormpassed over the Park, resulting in
approximately three inches of rainfall in the area in and around the Park.

11. Upon information and belief, heavy thunder and lightning
acompanied the torrential rains.

12. Cowher is an amateunountain bikemwwho began in the sport in early
2009 and has since navigated several advanced trails without significant injury.

13.  On April 19,2009 at approximately 10:00 a.nthe Plaintiffvisited
the Park to use itsmountain bike trails. Mr. Cowher was wearing all of the proper
safety equipment suggested for mountain bikingluding a helmet and pads

14, Cowher completed the Parkobés easies

15. Cowher then met his friend Clive Davalsn a't t he Par kods
trail.

16. A portion of this difficult trail, located around a curve and therefore
hidden from the sight of approaching bicyclists, was in severe disrepair.

17.  While riding on the difficult trail and without warning sufficient to
slow down or stop, the Plaintifounded the curve and crashed into a large gully
across the path on the opposite side of the curve.



18. As a result, the Plaintiff was thrown from his bicycle into a nearby
tree.

19. The Plaintiff suffered a broken arm, a broken jamd a concussion as
a direct result of hitting the gully and being thrown from his bicycle into a tree.

AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Negligence)

20. Cowherincorporates by reference the allegationdaeh in
paragraphs 1 through Ebove as if specially set forth herein

21. TheDepartment and the County owed to the Plaiatiffuty of
reasonabl e care to mai nt aheywerd fleeefro®ar k 6 s
unreasonably hazardous conditions for mountain bikers.

22. TheDepartment and th€ounty breached their dutpf reasonable
care by allowing a portion of the Parkqd
remain in that condition.

23.  The Department and the County knew or should have known that a
hazardous condition existed on its bicycle trail tuéhe heavy rainstorm that
struck the area the night of April 13009

24. Despite ample notice that a hazardous condition may have existed on
its bicycle trails, neither the Department nor the County took any steps to discover
or mitigate them; nor dithe Defendants warn the Plaintiff that such hazards could
or did in fact exist.

25.  The gully cut across the path on the opposite side of a etasenot a
foreseeable hazatd a reasonable mountain biker.

26 Cowhebs injuries were a dihreedtar&md [
state of disrepair and the Defendantso
bicycle trails under their ownership and control.

27. The negligence of the Defendants caused the Plaintiff pain and
suffering, lost wages, and medical expenses.

28. By reason of the foregoing, PlaintifSymon Cowher, halseen
damaged in a sum that exceeds the jurisdictional limits of all lower courts of the

3



State of New Yorlkand is entitled to compensatory damages in an amount to be
determined by a jury at trial

WHEREF ORE, plaintiff Symon Cowher demands judgment against the
Defendants in such sums agigy may find fair,reasonable and just, all together
with interest, costs and disbursements of this action.

This the 4 day of May, 200.

JustinGarmeany
Attorney for Plaintiff
1234 Manhattan Rd.
New York, NY 10027
(212)5556789



STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OFESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION

SYMON COWHER,

V.

COUNTY OFESSEX
ESSEXCOUNTY PARKS AND
RECREATION DEPARTMENT

09 CVS 1234

Plaintiff

ANSWER

N N N N N N N N N

Defendan.

Defendant County ofEssexandEssexCounty Parks and Reeation Department
through its attorneyWWILLIAM HUANG, answer s Pl ainti ff s

follows:

1.

Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the

allegations in Paragraph 1 of the Complaint.

2.

3.

7.

8.

Defendants answer that employees of the County perform regular maintenance and

Defendant ADMITS the allegations in Paragrapdf Zhe Complaint.
Defendant ADMITS the allegations in Paragraph 3 of the Complaint.
Defendant ADMITS the allegations in Paragraph 4 of the Complaint.
Defendant ADMITS the allegations in Paragraph 5 of the Complaint.
Defendant ADMITS the allegations in Ragraph 6 of the Complaint.
Defendant ADMITS the allegations in Paragraph 7 of the Complaint.

In response to the allegations in Paragraph 8 of the Complaint, the

inspections atite Park orSundaysandWednesdays

0.

Defendant ADMITS the allegations in Paragraph 9 of the Complaint.
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10. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the
allegations in Paragrafd® of the Complaint.

11. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to foanbelief as to the
allegations in Paragraph 11 of the Complaint.

12. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the
allegations in Paragraph 12 of the Complaint.

13. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the
allegations in Pagraph 13 of the Complaint.

14. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the
allegations in Paragraph 14 of the Complaint.

15. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the
allegations in Paragraph 15 of the Complaint.

16. Defendat DENIES the allegations in Paragraj@of the Complaint.

17. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the
allegations in Paragraph 17 of the Complaint.

18. Defendant DENIES the allegations in Paragraflf the Complaint.
19. Defendant DENIES thallegations in Paragradl of the Complaint.

20. Defendant lacks knowledge sufficient to form a belief as to the
allegations in Paragraph 20 of the Complaint.

21. DefendantADMITS the allegations in Paragragh of the Complaint.
22. Defendant DENIES the allegati®im ParagrapB2 of the Complaint.
23. Defendant DENIES the allegations in Paragraplof the Complaint.

24. Inresponse to the allegations in Paragraph 24 of the Complaint, the
Defendants answé&ENY notice of any conditions that a reasonable mountain
bicyclistwould consider hazardous and therefore did not have a duty to discover or
mitigate such conditions. The rest of the allegations in Paragraph 24, to the extent
that they are allegations of fact, are DENIED.



25. Defendant DENIES the allegations in Paragraplef the Complaint.
26. Defendant DENIES the allegations in Paragraplef the Complaint.
27. Defendant DENIES the allegations in Paragraplof the Complaint.

28. Defendant DENIES the allegations in Paragraplef the Complaint.

DEFENSES
1. Plaintiff has failed to site a claim upon which relief can be granted.

2. Plaintiff has failed to mitigate his damages, if any.

This isthe 8th day of May, 2@

William Huang
Attorney for Defendant
1234EssexRd.
Hicksville, NY 49283
(555)5555555
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STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

COUNTY OFESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION
09 CVS 1234

SYMON COWHER,
Plaintiff

DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT
OF SYMON COWHER

V.

COUNTY OFESSEX

ESSEXCOUNTY PARKS AND

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Defendand.

N N N N N N N N N

Deposition duly transcribed by Ryan Oceancrest, court reporter licensed by t
State of New York. Appearing on May 11, 20@re JustitGarmeay, Esq., for
Plaintiff and William Huang, Esq., for Defendants.
Testimony of Symon Cowher, duly sworn, as follows: [Excerpt]
—
Mr. Huang: Can you please state your name for the record?
Mr. Cowher My name is Symon Cowher and | am 50 years old.
Mr. Huang: And where do you currently live?
Mr. Cowher: | live in New York City | rent an apartment in Brooklyn and wor
in Manhattan.
Mr. Huang What do you do for a living?

Mr. Cowher | am a music producer.

Mr. Huang: And what do you do on a diyday lasis?

A
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11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Mr. Cowher: Well,l mostly look for new talent. | have a good eye for what sel

what makes for a popular act. Star power, you know? It involves, obviously,

listening to a lot of music, most of it dreadful, but | also have a lot of meetings

withmanager s and ot her executives for
actually, but | wondt bore you wit
producing a reality show about the
actinmybooklbve made it something of a

gets his due recognition as a vocalist. Play is, well, playhe. project hags

highsandlows but | think this seasoWatchh
and see.

Mr. Huang: Isthat show filmed in New York, or elsewhere?

Mr. Cowher: No, in Los Angeles, of course.

Mr. Huang Do you remembeApril 19, 2009?

Mr. Cowher: Absolutely. That day ruined my life.

Mr. Huang: Where were you?

Mr. Cowher: | was in New York that dalyhad jwst finished filming ommercials
for our show and | had to get away for the weekend. | decided to flypstate
New York and spend some time by myself. | keep a cabin here for retreat. | v
up that morning and decided to go for a bike ride.

Mr. Huang Where did you go to ride?

Is,
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Mr. Cowher: | ended up going to thssexCounty Bike Park. | heard they had
trails for every skill level and that the county maintained the trails really well.
had a brand new mountain bike | had wanted to test.

Mr. Huang How long have you been mountain biking?

Mr. Cowher:l started just a few months before the accid8tress concerning the
show had reached a boiling pqiahd| had to let off some steam. | tried biking,
and | really enjoyed it.

Mr. Huang How would you desibe your skill level?

Mr . Cowher: Wel |, l i ke | said, | 6v
things up rather quickly. It doesnp
I choose to do. | 6m not L aostbeginndrs. m

Mr. Huang: You said this bike was new?
Mr. Cowher: Yes. | purchased it just after the first time | went out with a frieng
who had a spare. |l tdéds got , | donoét

Mr. Huang: Do you know how many gears it as

Mr. Cowher: Like | said, around 20 something. They said it was the best in the

store so | bought it.
Mr. Huang: What kind of breaks does it have?
Mr. Cowher: Are you serious?

Mr.Gar meany: Letds just answer the

stron

K now

juest
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Mr. Cowher: Sorry. | haveo idea.
Mr. Huang: Do you know if they are side pull or center pull?

Mr. Cowher: Nope.

Mr. Huang: What about the tired/hen was the last time you checked the press
in the tires?
Mr . Cowher : No idea what vyouobriprat a

foreign language.

Mr. HuangO K. We 6 | | Hownwas the weather that morning?

Mr. Cowher: It was a lovely day. It had rained the night béfawherhard,
really. It kept me up for a while with all the thunder and lightnihen | woke
up Sunay, though, the weather was perfect, so | left to go riding.

Mr. Huang Where were you staying?

Mr. Cowher: At a relatively nice h
considering.

Mr. Huang: About how far was the hotel from the Park?

Mr.Cowheg : Oh | dondét know, maybe 20 1
Mr. Huang: So would you say 20 miles?

Mr. Cowher: Sure, that sounds about right.

Mr. Huang:What did you do when you arrivedthae Park?

ure
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Mr. Cowher: | parked and unloaded my bicydlbad rented a SUV and hdakt
bicycle in the backThen | rode over to a pavilion to look at a map of the comp
| decided to start on the beginnail around the lake for a warop.

Mr. Huang How was the trail?

Mr. Cowher: It was quite nice. The trail was in good conditextept for some
debris covering the path in a few places. | assumed the rainstorm from the ni
before had damaged the trees a bit.

Mr. Huang Did the debris cause you any problems?

Mr. Cowher: Of course not. | knew how to handle my bike on such a stragl|e
even with debris. However, | would not have wanted to be on a road bike.
Mr. Huang What did you do after you finished that trail?

Mr. Cowher: | went back to the pavilion to determine where to ride next. | was
ready for a challenge. On my way tégel ran into my good friend, Clive
Davidson.

Mr. Huang How do you know hird

Mr. CowherWellheds the one who first got
away. That was, well, in the 1980s. | invested quite a lot in their projechsding
some fimsRemembeHous e Party? Class Act ? A

Mr. Huang Did you two talk?

lex.
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Mr. Cowher: Yes, but not about business. This was strictly a pleasure trip. C
mentioned that he had been riding these trails for years, and reswadl the a
ride on the easiyail, then come ride with him on the advandesl.

Hr . Huang: What do you mean by th
Mr. Cowher: There are three levels of trails in the park and there was a sign
trailnead that gava little description of each level.

Mr. Huang: Did you read this sign before going for your first ride?
Mr. Cowher: Yes, | did, briefly. It showed the map, had a few warnings abol
wild animals and dangers that could be encountered, but | was excdetion the
trail.

Mr. Huang: Did you read the entire sign?
Mr. Cowher: | think so. Yes.

Mr. Cowher: Were therany warnings about inclement weather?

Mr. Cowher: |l dondt recall. | on
animals.

Mr. Huang Did yougo to the easy trail, thén

Mr. Cowher: Yes. ItoldClivée 6d meet wup with him i

theadvancedrail. He took off on the road to get there faster.

Mr. Huang How was thesasytrail?

live

it
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Mr. Cowher: Very nice, except thdte path had even more debris than the pav
trail around the lake. And there were a few spots, mostly at the bottom of hill
where the ground felt a little soft. | also saw a few large roots coming up out
trail, but | guess that comes with mountaiking.

Mr. Huang Did you have any problems on the trail?

Mr. Cowher: No. As | said, | could handle my bike well, so the ride was fine.

Mr. Huang After you reached, the end of thasytrail, where did you go?

Mr. Cowher: | went to thdifficult trail to meet up with Clive. We got there about

the same time and started riding.

Mr. Huang Can you describe the trail for us?

Mr. Cowher: Yes. It had sharp curves, and lots of hills. | could tell from the fir
one hundregards that it would be a challendmyt | wasup toit.

Mr. Huang Was the trail welimaintained?

Mr. Cowher: It had more debris from the rainstorm than either of the other two

trails | rode, but it was cut out of dense woods, so it was understandable. Th

was a pretty big puddle at thettom of the first hill. But it looked like the County

did a good job of keeping the trail maintained.
Mr. Huang Did anything about the condition of the trail concern you?

Mr. Cowher: Not at all.

ed
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Mr. Huang At this point in the ride, did you ever codsr slowing down or using
extra care because of the conditions on the trail?

Mr. Cowher: | could handle it.

Mr. Huang So the answer is no?

Mr. Cowher:l always use appropriate caution.

Mr. Huang What happened that led to your injuries?

Mr. Cowher:Well, Clive rides a little slow for my liking, so every now and then |

would go on a little sprint ahead of him and wait for him to catch up. The thir
time | did this, | came around a sharp curve and started downhill. As soon as
turned the corner, my bikdic out from under me and | smashed into a tree.
Mr. Huang Were you still turning the corner when this happened?

Mr. Cowher:Yes.

Mr.HuangSo t his wasndt on the other s
Mr. Cowher:No, | was still turning.

Mr. Huang: Had you applied yobrakes?

Mr. Cowher: |1 dondét think so.

Mr . Huang: Youdre not sure?

Mr . Cowher: There wasnot any ti me

reacted by pulling the brake | ever,|

Mr. Huang What caused you to fall?

[®X

i de o
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Mr. Cowher: The trail &ad completely washed out. My bike hit mud, and | went

flying. It could not have been an
a curve, even one that sharp, cause a fall.

Mr. Huang What happened next?

Mr. Cowher: Luckily, Clive came alongboutthirty seconds later and saw me
lying next to the tree. He called for an ambulance. About 20 minutes later, | w
taken to the hospital, where they determined | had a broken right arm, a brok
jaw, and a concussion.
Mr. Huang: Did you have any priinjuries when you went to the park that day!
Mr. Cowher: No, not at all. | keep in good shape.

Mr. Huang: Have you ever had any injuries to your right arm?

Mr. Cowher: No, | havenot.

Mr. Huang: What about to your jaw?

Mr. Cowher: | had a broken jamnce from an old cricket injury in secondary
school. That was years ago

Mr. Huang Thank you.

Yy

/as

en

NJ

Mr. GarmeanyJust a few questions, Mr. Cowher.

Mr. Cowher: Go ahead.
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Mr. GarmeanyWhen you vent to the pavilion ahe Park there weravarning
signs correc®?

Mr. Cowher:l suppose. They were right next to the map, but the map was so
complicated I was attempting to fi
Mr . Gar meany: The s gostgdat theitrailgeads, iwgre they”
Mr. Cowher: No, just jumbled together next to the trail map.

Mr. Garmeany: There was a warning on that sign about biking after bouts of
inclement weather?

Mr . Cowher : Maybe. | d o n 6have matered | |
anyway.

Mr. GarmeanyWhy not?

Mr. Cowher: Well, be rain had stopped the night befdre. di dndét ev
until about 10 a.m. If there was anything wrong because of that storm, | assu
the park would have been closed or at least fleetad trails blocked off.

Mr. GarmeanyThere was also a sighat said when maintenance workers camg

clean up and manage the trails?

Mr. Cowher: Yes. | remember that one. But these were mountain biking trails,

figured there would be some debrisaybe even a few loose rootBut the sign
that | recall didndt say that the

Sundayor Wednesdayl thoughtt hey woul d cl ose t he

gur e

wer en

t hat
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med

Par k

trai

17



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

and that they would fix any major repairghey were needed, and not leave the
trails open if they were dangerous.

Mr. GarmeanyYou lookedclosely at the map of the complex?

Mr. Cowher: Yes, | did.

Mr. GarmeanyMr. Cowher you said you are a good bicycfist

Mr. Cowher:Yes,| 6 m a g o add safely, faidyrquickly, and | have good
form.

Mr. GarmeanyY ou were sprinting around a sharp corner when you fell?
Mr. Cowher: | was sprinting a stra
professional, so | do negunsievngdown;oasting
you know,and then | wiped out.

Mr. GarmeanyY ou wearing the proper equipment?

Mr. Cowher: Of course. | would never ride without a helmet and pads.

Mr. GarmeanyY our injurieswere seriouscorrec?

Mr. Cowher: Well, my brokearm costme a huge endorsement deal watlsoft
drinkcompany Since | <canét pick up a gl

of our contract. My broken jaw cost us an episode of the show while Irc@uld

talk because | usually mouth lines to KidRlay if they get stuck during filming g
our reality show, which unfortunat
so long, sometimes iIitos hard to ke

I ght

ound

as

=1

e |

e P

18

t



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

|l 6m very witt yconcAssiowasjstshe beginnim@ & turneMqu

my head injury was

be. The show and

all in the medical records.

my

Is/

recording

Court Reporter

more serious th

busi

18

an fi

ness



© 00O NO Ok~ WDN PP

NN NNNRRRRRRRRRR
A WNPEFEP O OONO OO M WDNEO

N
(3]

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OFESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION
09 CVS 1234

SYMON COWHER,
Plaintiff

DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT
OF CLIVE DAVIDSON

V.

COUNTY OFESSEX

ESSEXCOUNTY PARKS AND

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Defendand.

N N N N N N N N N

Deposition duly transcribed by Ryan Oceancrest, court reporter licensed by the
State of New York. Appering on May 15200, are JustirtGarmeanyEsq., for
Plaintiff and William Huang, Esq., for Defendants.

Testimony of Clive Davidson, duly sworn, as follows: [Excerpt]

*k*k

Mr. GarmeanyCan you please state your name and age for the record?

Mr. Davidson My name is Clive Davidson and | am 75 years old.

Mr. GarmeanyWhat do you do for a living?

Mr . Davi dson: I am a music producer.
heard

Mr. Garmeanyls that how you developed a friendship with the plaintifim®n

Cowher?
Mr . Davidson: Yes. WeoOve wor k Sothetimnesget he
we compet e, but i1to6s just business.
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Mr. GarmeanyDo you remember April 12009?

Mr . Davidson: Of course. Thatodés the day
Mr. Garmeany: Wat happend?

Mr. Davidson: | had gone mountain bikingeegsexCounty Park for the morning.

My doctor says biking is good for me to stay healthy. When | got there, | ran into
Symon at the park entrance.

Mr. GarmeanyHow would you describe your skill level as aylist?

Mr . Davidson: Well, for a man of my age
never ever fall off my bike, and | can handle curves pretty well.

Mr. GarmeanyWhat did you and Mr. Cowher talk about?

Mr. Davidson: Not about business. We bothdeska break from that for the
weekend. | told him I 6d enj cagyupforadi ng wi
challenging ride, he should come to the diffidediil with me.

Mr. GarmeanyWhat did you do then?

Mr. Davidson: | told him | would take the rddo the head of the trail, and he

wanted to take the beginner trail to get there. We decided to meetzalvinaced

trail and ride together.

Mr. Garmeany: Did you read any warning signs at the pavilion before getting onto

a trail that day?

21
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Mr. DavidsonWe | | , I know t here are some war ni
that park so | ong, I guess | havenodot | o
Mr. GarmeanyWhat happened once you started riding?

Mr. Davidson: | immediately noticed that Symon ridé® la daredevil. He races

down hills and takes his curves pretty quickly. At some times he looks like a very
talented rider, but at other times, he
Mr . Garmeany: You s aiWbuldyaousay thagoudide atrai de v
safe speed?

Mr. Davidson: Yes, | would.

Mr. Garmeany: Would you say that riding faster than you do is unsafe?

Mr. Davidson: Not necessarily, but | think | play it safe especially when conditions
arendot very good, atodde vety &ast ondhatyrailiafter as e e me
hard rain.

Mr. GarmeanyWhat happened when yapproachedhe corner where the

accident occurred?

Mr. Davidson: | saw Symon sprint off toward a curve. | knew the trail, but he

di dnot . | triedetcayelflult owatd hlei mittder
hear me, although we werendot that far a
curve very fast, and then he disappeared ardund

Mr. GarmeanyWhat happened when you got to the curve?

22
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Mr. Davidson: | lad seen a few puddles earlier in my ride, and knowing the trail, |
decided to walk my bike around the corner. | knew this was one of those spots

where water coll ected.

|l 6m f a

Mr. GarmeanyYou walk your bicycleon a bike trail?

Mr . Davidson:

Mr. GarmeanyDid you see Mr. Cowher?

Li ke

I sail d, | 6 m

Mr. Davidson: Yes. | saw him crying as he lay by a tree. He said his arm was

broken, and then he just kept screaming.

Mr. Garmeany Wasnot Mr .

ol

r t oo
careful
C

Qprableloferiding phat trdilz c t |y

Mr. Huang: Obijection as to forinleading. Clive, you may answer.

Mr. Davidson: Well, judging by how he rode that day, he had the skills necessary,

but he was too cocky.

Mr. Garmeany Thank you.

Mr. Huang: Mr. Davidson, how tén have you ridden dassexCountyds trails?

Mr. Davidson: Too many times to count. | try to go once every two months, and

| 6ve been goi

ng f

0]

r al most 20

Mr. Huang:Youd vridden after a significant rainstorbefore?

Mr . Davidson:

year s.

Ways sery cdrefuhaawinee.| ride Wwithin 22 hours

of a storm, even on the paved paths.

Mr. Huang:Be c au s e

it 6s

dangerous?
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Mr . Davidson: Look, itds mountain bikin
trees. Sometimes the trails have debris on themesmes there are puddles.

After a rainstorm, there are always puddies.it can be more dangerous than

usual.

Mr. Huang: Has any portion of the advanced trail ever been washed out when you
were there?

Mr. Davidson: No, never a washout. But Hrea whez Symon was injured has
beenrmuddy before. Thatdés why | wal ked my
Mr. Huang:Y ou havenotified the park managers about hazdrefore, corre&@

Mr. Davidson: | called once to notify them about a large puddle at the bottom of a

hill on the advanced trail.

Mr. Huang:The same hill where Mr. Cowher was injured?

Mr. Davidson: No. It was a little further up the trail, and it had a steeper downhill
straightaway. There wasnodét a curve befo
two sectims were of similar difficulty.

Mr. Huang:You said Mr. Cowher was a daredevil. He could have avoided his
accident i f hedd been more careful, cou
Mr. Garmeany: Objection, calls for speculation.

Mr. Huang: You may answer.
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Mr. Davidson: Yes. | thinkeven not knowing the trail, if he were riding slower,

Symonwould not have beehnurt.

Mr. Huang: Thank you, Mr. Davidson.

Is/

Court Reporter
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STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OF ESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION
09 CVS 1234

SYMON COWHER,
Plaintiff

DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT
OF KELLIE CORKSON

V.

COUNTY OFESSEX

ESSEXCOUNTY PARKS AND

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Defendand.

N N N N N N N N N

Deposition duly transcribed by Ry&rceamrest, court reporter licensed by the
State of New York. Appearing on May 14, 20@re JustirtGarmeanyEsq., for
Plaintiff and William Huang, Esq., for Defendants.

Testmony of Kellie Corkson, duly sworn, as follows: [Excerpt]

—

Mr. Huang: Can you please state your name and age for the record?
Ms. Corkson: My name is Kellie Corkson and | am twefintg years old.
Mr. Huang: Thank you. How long have you been mouriié&img?
Ms. Corkson: Well, not very long at all actually. | consider myself a pretty
athletic person and | really like to play sports and exercise. But, | had been a little
bored with my old routine and just picked up mountain biking within the last few

monthsof when, well, the accident happenedeally enjoy it so far.

Mr. Huang: So would you say you are still a beginner?
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Ms. Corkson: Yeah, | think that would be an accurate description. Like | said, |
think | am pretty athletic and am a quickrear, but | definitely still have a lot of
room to get better at biking as | get more experienced.

Mr. Huang: What is theearnirg curve like?

Ms. Corkson:Surprisingly steep. ¥eryone knows how to ride a bike, but
mountain biking is different. Thewmae lots of intricacies that no one would really
think about. You just always have to be on the lookout for potential hazards.
When | first started, | was a little too aggressive and had a few tumbles, but
nothing serious. Then again, | am aggresswadiure, which is why | think | like
mountain biking so much.

Mr. Huang: Were you on thelvancedrail at theEssexCounty Parkon April 19,
2009?

Ms. Corkson: Yes, | was. | was on it in the middle of the day.

Mr. Huang: How would you describe theail that day

Ms. Corkson:Mostly fine. A little beat up from the night before. But thevas a
portion that waseally washed out. The segment was on the side of a hill, and the
washout went downhill.

Mr. Huang: Can you tell us about your encoumtgh this washeebut portion of

the trail on April 19?
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Ms. Corkson: Sure. Even though | am a beginner, | like to challenge myself
sometimes. | havedden te difficult trial a few times before, and | was looking

for a challenge on that day. But, oriagot on the difficult trail, | was sure to be

really careful because it was so muddy and there were so many leaves on the trail.

Whenever | was going downhill, I basically had my brakes constantly engaged.

So, | was going downbhill, but still going prettlow when | saw the wasiut.

Because | was going so slowly, | was able to decelerate and turn to avoid crashing.

If I had been going any faster, | definitely would have had no chance to avoid the

washedout section.

Mr. Huang: After this close caltlid you feel the need to notify anyone of the
washout?

Ms. Corkson: Wel |, | didndét really
have a phone on me. But when | got back to the parking lot, | noticed some

informational signs at the trailhead, inding a number to call for maintenance

k now

concerns. So | called the number on the sign and left a little message saying there

was a pretty dangerous washt on the advanced trail and someone should
probably come take a | o afterthat butil assume |
someone took care of it.

Mr. Huang: Did you encounter any other problems out on the trails that day?
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Ms. Corkson: Not really, other than the trails being generally mu8dii}, as
soon as | got off of the difficult trail, | deded to call it a day.
Mr. Huang: Thank you, | am going to turn you over to Barmeanynow for

some more questions.

Mr. Garmeany Ms. Corkson, thank you for being here today.

Ms. Corkson: Oh, no problem.

Mr. Garmeany Youcould have hit that spobyur s el f , but you did
were being careful, right?

Ms. Corkson: Well, it certainly was not my skill. As | mentioned earlier, | have

just recently started to mountain bike. But, | would say that | was just being smart
outthere. lknewthdt probably didndt have the ski
difficult trail, especially since it had rained so mubk night before. Once | got

on the difficult trail, |l really sl owed
hurt.

Mr. Garmeany Coulch 6t have gone faster and stil]l
Ms. Corkson: Probably not. Even if | was more confident in my biking abilities

and had been going faster, there really would have been no way to avoid the wash
out, especially with the mud. | mean, the washwas at the bottom of a hill, so

bikers would be going really fast when they approached it. Also, it was really
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tough to see the wasiut with the leaves on the ground and because it was around

a curve on the trail.

Mr. Garmeany Thank you again for yauime.

Is/

Court Reporter
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STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OFESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION
09 CVS 1234

SYMON COWHER,
Plaintiff

DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT
OF RUPERT STUDMAN

V.

COUNTY OFESSEX

ESSEX COUNTY PARKS AND

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Defendand.

N N N N N N N N N

Deposition duly transcribed by By Oceancrest, court reporter licensedHhwy
State of New York. Appearing on May 16, 20@re JustirtGarmeanyEsq., for
Plaintiff and William Huang, Esq., for Defendants.

Testimony of Rupert Studman, duly sworn, as follows: [Excerpt]

—

Mr. Garmeany Please state your name and age forrduord?
Mr. Studman: My name is Rupert Studman and | am timtge years old.
Mr. Garmeany Thank you. Can you please describe your level of experience
when it comes to mountain biking?
Mr. Studman:Well, | would basically describe mountain biking @ hobby. |

work seventy hours a week in the city and so | like to get outside on the weekends.

| probably get out and go mountain biking two or three times a month. So | would
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say that | definitely know what | am doing out there, but then again,stidm
improving and | consider myself an amateur.

Mr. Garmeany Have you ever had any accidents while mountain biking?

Mr. Studman: Well of course | have. | think it would be impossible to find anyone

who hasnét fall en of fukmoi, mountain bikingy by Kse

a f

nature is a rough sport. Part of the fun of it comes from riding over rough terrain

and challenging yourself to overcome unexpected obstacles.

Mr. Garmeany Could you describe any specific instances in which you were

injured while mountain biking?

Mr . St udman: We l | | I havenot ever

reall

anything like that. But | cannot count how many times | have scraped our bruised

myself. Like | said, getting hurt a little bit kind of comes witk tRrritory; its

part of what makes mountain biking fun. After sitting at a desk all waskjite

to get out there and challenge myself.

Mr. Garmeany Had you ever biked on the trailsEEssexCounty Bike Park before

April 19, 2009?

Mr. Studman: NoApril 19 would be the first time that | rode those trails. | was

taking a long weekend, so | had the chance to travel a little further outside the city

to go biking. Usuallyl like to stay closer to the city to minimize travel time.
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Mr. Garmeany Canyou briefly describe the difficulty of the trails that you usually

ride?

Mr. Studman: Yeah, most places have several trails that vary in degree of

difficulty. When | was first learning to ride, | stuck mostly to the beginner and

intermediate trails. Buecently, as | have become more comfortable with my

biking ability, Iéve started to challenge myself and sometimes ride the more

di fficuldt

trail s.

Those

di f fi

cul

well manicured and are covered withots, potholes, and are really hilly and

curvy.

Mr. Garmeany How did your ride atEssexCounty Park began on April 29

t

tr ai

Mr. Studman:Like | said beforeEssexCounty Park is a little bit of a longer drive

for me, so | had actually driven out there Biichight and stayed in a hotel so |

could get on the trails earfyaturdaymorning. There was a big rainstorm on

Friday night, but | went out there to ride Saturdayanyways because | had

already driven so far the day before. The trails were a littiedy, but | was

feeling pretty pumped up, so | decided to go for it anyways. | actually started on

the most difficult trail out there. There were leaves all over the ground from the

storm the night before, and the leaves in combination with the mud tmat=il

pretty

s |

ppery,

S

o

coul

dnot

be
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Mr. Garmeany Now, once you started riding on that difficult trail, you

encountered a portion of the trail that was washed out, right?

Mr. Studman: Yeah, | did. Like | ghabefore, | was going a little slower than

usual since the trail wasnodét in very go
unavoidable. | was speeding up a little bit because | was going downhill, and the
leaves were covering up the wastmd part préy well. As soon as | saw the

washedout part of the trail, | slammed on my brakes, but that did no good since

the ground was so muddy. Then, just as a kind of reaction, | slid down on the
ground so that | woul dnoémnk giof fll ywog!l @ d
done that slide, | would have gone flying off of my bike and really been hurt. As it
ended up, | just got really muddy and had a little scrape on my knee. | was able to
keep going and finish my ride, but you can bet that | was-esir@ful the rest of

the way.

Mr. Garmeany Did you see or hear of anyone else falling because of the wash

out?

Mr . Studman: No, | was out there early
really see many other people out there. | think most peopledstf/the trails

that day because of the storm the night before.

Mr. Huang: Thank you for your time.

Mr. Huang Mr. Studman, thank you for coming in today.
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Mr. Studman: No problem. Gld can help.

Mr. Huang | just have a few quick questions for yolirst, yousawthe sign at

the pavilionthat included maps of the trails and the warnings about possible

dangers?

Mr . Studman: Yea, I

think |

reme mber

read it other than looking at the map. | needed to &adke map since it was my

first time atEssexCounty Park.

Mr. Huang Yo u d i d nviatnings abeut theldangers of mountain biking on

rugged terraior the recommendati@abouiproper safety equipment?

Mr. Studman: | think | remember seeingsometn g | i k e

t hat , but

read them in detail. | think it is pretty much understood that mountain biking

carries some inherent

danger s.

Al s o,

safety equipment. With all of the falls that | have expexéd when biking, | think

it would be pretty irresponsible not to take those precautions.

Mr. Huang Thank you again for taking time out of your day to be with us.

Is/

Court Reporter
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STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OFESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION

SYMON COWHER,

COUNTY OFESSEX
ESSEX COUNTY PARKSAND
RECREATION DEPARTMENT

09 CVS 1234

Plaintiff

DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT
OF SANDY HACKSON

V.

N N N N N N N N N

Defendan.

Deposition duly transcribed by Ryan Oceancrest, court reporter licensed by the
State of New York. Appearing on May 13, 2009, are JusrmeanyEsq., for
Plaintiff and William Hwang, Esq., for Defendants.

Mr.

Testimony of Sandy Hackson, duly sworn, as follows: [Excerpt]

*k*k

Garmeany Mr. Hackson, what is your job with the Department of Parks and

Recreation?

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Hackson | am the Chief Maintenance Supervisor EssexCountyparks.
Garmeany And how long have you held that position?

Hackson For about two years.

Garmeany What did you do before that?

Hackson | was a maintenance worker in the same department.

Garmeany What do you do as Chief Maintenarsepervisor?
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Mr. Hackson | set up a regular maintenance schedule, make sure

that our

equipment is in good working condition, and | go out in the field and direct

maintenance crews when they are taking care of the parks.

Mr. Garmeany And how do you likeyour job?

Mr. Hackson I find it satisfying.
get to be outside and not stuck in an office.

Mr. Garmeany So, since/ou like being outside instead of an office,

assume that you are quite familiatimthe parks you manage?

o

|t

we can

Mr. Hackson Yes sir, | have walked every inch of every park these past two

years.

Mr. Garmeany Are you familiar with the park in question?

Mr. Hackson Yes, | 6m at the park
everySunday andWednesdayor aboutfive or six hours.

Mr. Garmeany How would you describe the condition of the park?

wi t h

Mr. Hackson We keep it in fine condition. Mostly we trim plant growth back

from the trails and make sure there are no roots or tree deldthemn The rest we

tend to let grow it gives the park a natural look, which is what was intended.

Mr. Garmeany So you go over every inch of this very large park in four or five

hours, twice a week?
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Mr. Hackson No, we dondot heatodothathleisatlarggme or n
park, so we go over about half of the trails in the parlsomday and the other

half onWednesday We use a gagowered aliterrain vehicle to go through the

park, which saves ti me. ditkeaill sawea , dad
maintain as much.

Mr. Garmeany And is that all your maintenance workers do with this park?

Mr. Hackson For the most patrmantengneespark. |t 6 s a
There are times when we have to go out to it to take care esiskat might pop

up unexpectedly.

Mr. Garmeany Such as?

Mr. Hackson Well, whenever thereds a snake
loose, we go out and make sure that the animals are taken care of. Usually we

work with Animal Control on those isssie Al so, when thereos
weather, it can sometimes mess up the trails.

Mr. Garmeany What type of bad weather messes up the trails?

Mr. Hackson Well, rain can have a bad effect on some of the trails because

t heyor e | ocsaltcardmakeriherhslidk ansl sladhted to a degree. That

only happens whendt been raining for a few days, though. The trails are

constructed so that they can withstand some degree of rain. Also, snow drifts can

build up, and wind can knock down trees
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Mr. Garmeany With regards to the rain, how are the trails that are on the sides of

hills constructed?

Mr. Hackson Well, they were carved out a little bit from the slope of the hills.

The excess dirt was used to level out the trail, and treated be@ods were placed

on the downhill side of the trails to prevent frequent erosion.

Mr. Garmeany Are these beams effective in all cases?

Mr. Hackson Well, no sir, they are just treatéslo-by-six pieces of lumber,

supported by wooden stakes. They préwseryday runoff, but on days after

there has been significant rain, the runoff flows over the beams and the trail loses

its integrity.

Mr. Garmeany And about how much rain does it take for that to occur?

Mr. Hackson Itb s n o't

| ess.

Really what

t

depends

o

n

of rainwater downhill is what causes the trail to lose integrity.&fbieen raining

for only a short time, but a lot of water hadlén, normally we just see puddles.

Mr. Garmeany How long, then, would it take for the trail to wash out, in your

estimation?

Mr. Hackson Well, about two to three days of somewhat constant rain would do

the trick.
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Mr. Garmeany So you®rve saewiemrg cyane acr oss

caused by two or fewer days of rain?

Mr. Hackson Wel | | | candét say that for sure

sometimes find part of the hillside trail washed out after sevenidinyisetween

our normal maitenance times where its hard to tell what might have caused it,

especially if 1t has rained on and off

many miles of trail.

Mr. Garmeany Well, assuming it has rained consistently for two days or so, what
isyou di visionds response?

Mr. Hackson Well, it comes down to almost a gut decision. If we feel like the
rain may have caused a waslt in our experience, then we go out and examine
the trails.

Mr. Garmeany And if you find a washedut portion oftrail, what do you do?

Mr. Hackson [laughter] Hard work, shovels and haneld levelers. We replace

the washeaut dirt back behind the wooden beams, and then we level it with a
trail-leveler, which is anothdour-by-four beam with chains on it that varag

along the surface of the trail. We then replace the gravel, if there was any on that
portion of the trail.

Mr. Garmeany So, you have no way of knowing for certain if rain may have

caused a wasbut on any part of the trail.
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Mr. Hackson No, | guess not, but me and this crew have been working here a
combined total of 16 years, and we have gotten pretty good at knowing when
conditions are right for the structural integrity of the trail to be damaged.

Mr. Garmeany How do you and your maintenancenkers handle other
occurrences, like fallen trees and roots?

Mr. Hackson Well, we usually can identify those problems before they become a
problem, you see. If a tree is leaning, we take it down. If there looks to be a root
encroaching on the trail, wgo ahead and dig it up, then saw it off.

Mr. Garmeany And that is part of your regular maintenance schedule?

Mr. Hackson Yes.

Mr. Garmeany What about if a complaint is brought about such things that your
crew might have missed?

Mr. Hackson Well, ités rare, but we tend to go out the same day we receive the
complaint and look at the problem, if it is something that is potentially hazardous
to safety.

Mr. Garmeany Do you ever put off complaistuntil later?

Mr. Hackson: Ifités something minor, &would, but safety concerns usually are
not minor.

Mr. Garmeany Had you received any complaints about the state of the trails on or

aroundApril 19, 2009?
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Mr. Hackson Well, there was a root protruding on one of the farther sections of
the trail. That complaint came on Thursday, April 16thfigured we could just

wait until the following Sunday to address it.

Mr. Garmeany Do you recall it raining during the weekend of April 18th to 19th
2009?
Mr. Hackson | do. It rained for about six or sevhaurs on Saturday, April 18th,

andl think, about two hours early on Sunday morning.

Mr. Garmeany And this rain, did it causeoncern for the safety of the trails?

Mr. Hackson No, it didndot especially cause

of me anl my workers, we figured the trail would have held up. If there was any
damage, we thought it would be slight puddling, but nothing we had to take care of
beforeregular maintenance on Sunday

Mr. Garmeany So, in spite of all this rain, you decided tat pff checking until

your regular maintenance?

Mr. Huang Objectionastéformii t 6 s ar g u mandyt yau may answerb u t
if you feel comfortable.

Mr. Hackson Well, we didnot think much of
the regular houren Sunday

Mr. Garmeany Were you aware that part of the trail had washed out by Sunday?
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Mr. Hackson Well, when | got to the office Sunday morning, there was a message

on the answering machine that said something about aewasin the difficult

trail. But, as | said before, my aworkers and | figured that there was no rush to

get it fixed. | mean, we have seen waslts before, and usually they are pretty

mi nor and dondét really pose a significa
Mr. Garmeany: Well, yousay thatdti d né6t pose a real threa
hear about the accident caused by that same-wash on Apri | 19, di
Mr . Hackson: We di dnot uftileve wareenotihedtlayr e o f
Emergency Servicdater in the day.

Mr. Garmeany Did you inspect the trail after the accident?

Mr. Hackson Yes, Pauld s h €h@& director othe departme#t told us to go take

a look at it.

Mr. Garmeany What did you find?

Mr. Hackson We found that some ground in the middfethe trail had indeed

washed out. We then germed our regular maintenance.

Mr. Garmeany Mr. Hackson, do you yourself have any experience mountain

biking?

Mr. Hackson No sir. |l dm a fishing man, my s

Mr. Garmeany Thank you.
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Mr. Huang When you came to repair theitnash-out, was the damage very

severée

Mr. Hackson Well, wedd certainly seen much
little slopedi downhill, of coursé but we were surprised that it could have caused

a bike rider to have an accident.

Mr. Huang In your time as a maintenanemployeeyouh a d evér heard of a
washedout section of trail causinglake riderto havean accidenthad you?

Mr. Hackson Well, no, not particularly.

Mr.Huang You dondét know about ewauPy ti me a

Mr. Hackson Wel | it is a biking trail syst
but unless a complaint is made, we dono
/sl

Court Reporter
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STATE OF NEW YORK IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTIE
COUNTY OFESSEX SUPREME COURT DIVISION
09 CVS 1234

SYMON COWHER,
Plaintiff

DEPOSITION TRANSCRIPT
OF PAULA BABDOLL

V.

COUNTY OFESSEX

ESSEX COUNTY PARKS AND

RECREATION DERARTMENT
Defendant.

N N N N N N N N N

Deposition duly transcribed by Ryan Oceancrest, court reporter licensed by the
State of New York. Appearing on May 12, 20@re JustirtGarmeanyEsq., for
Plaintiff and William Huang, Esq., for Defenuls.

Testimony of Paula Babdoll, duly sworn, as follows: [Excerpt]

—

Mr. Garmeany Mrs. Babdoll, how long have you been the directdEsgex
County Parks and Recreation?
Mrs. Babdoll About eight years this May. Before that | was an assistagtttdir
with the department.
Mr. Garmeany What are your duties as director of Parks and Recreation?
Mrs. Babdol I mostly manage the department ¢

work with other departments in the city to receive funding for departrmejaqbs

and to accept bids for work thatds cont
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Mr. Garmeany Do you manage the maintenance crews that tend to the county

parks?

Mrs. Babdoll | do, and | also direct the departnmiriiring practices in relation to

new mantenance workers.

Mr. Garmeany Do you direct the maintenance operations?

Mrs. Babdol |l dondt direct them specificall

Mr. Garmeany Do you play any role in the maintenance operations aside from

employment procedures and funding?

Mrs. Babdoll | instruct the maintenance crews on how to prepare for annual park

inspections and for special events in certain specific parks, but otherwise, like |

sai d, | 6m purely administrat.

vV e .

Mr. Garmeany During your time as director of Parks and Recreationahgsne

been harmed at any of the parks you manage?

Mrs. Babdoll Not that our records show. There have been some agtNdatied

Injuries in baseball games and other organized sports, but no independent injuries

that we know of.

Mr. Garmeany What wee the nature of the injuries in baseball games and other

organized sports?
Mrs. Babdol I coul dnoét tell y ou.

leagues that use our parks. You would have to consult them.

Those
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Mr. Garmeany Have the parks yomanage ever received complaints of any type?

Mrs. Babdoll We are a public park service that runs around 15 parks in and
around the county. We hear all sorts o
more specific.

Mr. Garmeany Have you heard complas about dangerous conditions in your

parks?

Mrs. Babdol Someti mes wedll receive compl ai
animals on the loosiesnakes and raccoons, mosdtlput never have we received a
complaint about a potentially dangerous hazard@whewwe havendt actec
immediately.

Mr. Garmeany Were you aware of any hazards or safety problems on the

weekend of April 18 to the 12009?

Mrs. Babdol No, Il was wunaware of any such |
notified of them by my matenance crews.

Mr. Garmeany Would you say that typically your maintenance crewsfy you

of safety hazards on any given day when they occur?

Mrs. Babdol They wuswually wondot, especially
Mr. Garmeany ButMrs.Babdol |, you just stated that
about potential safety hazards. How <ca
them?
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Mr. Huang ObjectiontothefornmJ ust i n, thatdés just argu
Mr. Garmeany | 6 m s or rNrs. Babdoll, how doeyqu lusuallys fiad

out about potential safety hazards from your maintenance crews?

Mrs. Babdoll | am usually notified about them after they are repaired. The
maintenance people are the ones notified directly by the department reis¢ptio
whenever we receive a call about a dangerous condition existing. If the issues are
more complex, or larger, | would then be brought in to coordinate city resources to
fixing the problem, in theory.

Mr. Garmeany What do you mean, Ain theoryo?
Mrs. Babdolt A safety issue of that scale has never occurred in our parks.

Mr. Garmeany Were you aware of the washedt trail on April 19,2009?

Mr. Huang Obijection to the fornin Justin, do you mean before, during or after the
incident?

Mr. Garmeany How about before the incident?

Mrs. Babdol No, Il was not. | | mg maihterdahce b e ¢ 0 me
director, Mr. Hackson, told me therfiead beeran accident on the trail.

Mr. Garmeany Have the trails at this particular park ever washedefdgr?

Mrs. Babdoll On days after there has been significant rain, the trails tend to lose

structural integrityi after all, they are mostly clay and gravel. Itis for this reason
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that, when the park was established, a warning was placed on the sign at the

entrance.

Mr. Garmeany Do your maintenance people usually know when the trails are

likely to be washed out?

Mrs. Babdoll The department hears most of its complaints concerning wasled

trails on days after it has rained consistently for two to ttesss.

Mr. Garmeany Thank you, Mrs. Babdoll.

Mr.Huang You o r e

proud

of

A he parks

you mana

Mrs. Babdoll Absolutely, | would like to say that we have the best reputation of

any park system in the State of New York.

Mr. Huang Has the department bersstognized for its safetyecord and general

reputation?

Mrs. Babdoll Yes. We have received several awards, including several New

York State Parks Association honors for design and quality of facilities. The

particular park in this incident was awaddine New York State Recreational

Bi ker s o

Associ

ati

onos

awar d

f

or

over al

Mr. Huang When are your maintenance crews directed to specifically tend to this

park?
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Mrs. Babdoll This park is tended eveBundayandWednesdayard the
maintenance crews regularly inspect the park after there have been several
consistent days of inclement weather.

Mr. Huang And how many hours do the crews tend the facilitieSondaysand
Wednesday3

Mrs. Babdoll They are present in that pdrlkm eight in the morning until two in
the afternoon both days.

Mr. Huang Thank you.

Is/

Court Reporter
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Exhibit 17 EssexCounty Pak, Brochure Printed by the Essex County Parks

and Recreation Depanent,2009
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